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We are scheduled to vote
on a Constitutional Convention on
November 7, 2017. 1 would like all
of you to vote “NO” on having this
Convention. This Convention can
have negative consequences on our
state pensions, not just teachers.
There is a possibility that our Pen-
sions will be attacked. Talk to friends,
relatives and neighbors. Let them
know about the Convention. Listed
below are some of the issues that may be

Quardedy Magazine

2017 Constitutional Convention
TIME IS RUNNING OUT!

Active and Retired Police Officers, Fire-
fighters, Teachers, Custodians, ANYONE
who plans on collecting a New York State
pension, should be concerned. Andrew
Cuomo wants to hold a Constitutional Con-
vention to change not only your pensions,
but your health care and bargaining rights.

When you go to vote you won't even see
the proposal, as it is on the BACK of the bal-
lot. Unless you remember to turn the ballot
over, YOU HAVE NO CHANCE. If you plan
on being out of state in November, due to

vacation or other circum-

brought up at the Convention.
e There is talk that they
want to tax our pensions.
e Most likely our pension
benefits will not be changed.
Our pensions are protected

Vote “NO”

November 7, 2017 on the
Constitutional Convention

stances, you need to get
an absentee ballot. Keep
or establish New York
State residency, if only for
voting purposes.

Vote “NO” to the pro-

by both our State and Federal

Constitutions. If our pension

benefits are challenged, there would be
lawsuits arguing that there are contrac-
tual agreements stated in both Constitu-
tions that cannot be broken.

e Do away with Collective Bargaining.

e There may be a threat to public edu-
cation by issuing school vouchers and
providing state aid to private schools.

e Your support of the environment
may be under attack. The “Forever Wild”
provision in the State Constitution would
be under assault.

e The cost of running this Convention
could be as high as 340 million dollars.

no
posed Constitutional Con-
vention. Please SHARE!

Our 2017 Annual Convention is around
the corner. We are returning to the Turning
Stone Resort and Casino. The Convention
will be held on October 30, 31t and Novem-
ber 1¢t. I would like to thank Kevin Mulligan
and his Workshop Committee. The Theme
of this year’s Convention is “Wild Treasures:
A Journey Through North Country”.

I would like to thank the Members,
who financially supported NYSRTA this
year and all the Chair people and their
committees.

Visit us at our website www.nysrta.org



Those Who Favor a Constitutional Convention
Kevin Mulligan, Senior Vice President

The November 7, 2017 referen-
dum vote for a State Constitutional
Convention is quickly approaching.
This year there will be two refer-
endum items. The first one pertains
to office holders convicted of felo-
nies, involving fraud or other crimes
against a person or persons, losing
their State pension benefits. The sec-
ond referendum will involve the au-
thorization to hold or not hold a Con-
stitutional Convention.

As retired educators, we should
be quite familiar with all the reasons
to vote against a Constitution Con-
vention, with possible infringements
on public pensions leading the way.
However, who are those who favor a
Constitutional Convention and why?
Many of them may fall into three
groupings, and they are “Ideologues’,
“The Problem Parent Conference”
and “Winners - it'’s all about the win”.

The “Ideologues” believe a Con-
stitutional Convention will allow
the people the democratic opportu-
nity to right the wrongs of Albany
and all its corruption. The League of
Women Voters recently came out in
support of a Constitutional Conven-
tion. A reason given was their desire
to see ordinary people serve as del-
egates to a Constitutional Conven-
tion. However, it is also quite clear
that elected officials, legislators and
special interest lobbyists will make
up most of the delegate ranks at the
Convention.

honestly believe we do not deserve
it at public expense. This group is
very difficult to sway, and our only
hope is that they forget to vote on
November 7t%.

The last group, “Winners - it’s
all about the win”, is probably the
most dangerous. Their desire for a
Constitutional Convention is pure-
ly economic, to make themselves
richer. Their interests may include
fracking, expanding lumbering and
other commercial interests in the
Adirondacks and restricting and/or
eliminating collective bargaining.
They include hedge fund investors
who would love to see the deregula-
tion of New York State Authorities,
such as the Port Authority, Thruway
Authority, and the Power Author-
ity. The “Winner - it’s all about the
win” are powerful and dangerous,
because they have money, and lots
of it. They follow the creed to win at
all costs and seal the deal. Now does
this sound like our current, chaotic
political climate?

In the next few months remind
all like-minded people you know
to vote on Nov. 7%, and strongly en-
courage them to vote “NO” on the 2™
referendum. Inform and educate the
undecided to the pitfalls of a Consti-
tutional Convention including the
possible taxpayer expense of $340
million.

The second group,
“The Problem Par-
ent Conference” have
taken on a personal in-
terest to have a Consti-
tutional Convention.
That is the student, or
the parent of yester-
year who may have
had a bad experience
with school. Some are
envious of the pen-
sions we have and
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Long-Term Care

Insurance Program

The NYS Retired Teachers’
Association has approved
a discounted Long Term
Care Insurance Program to
be offered to its members
and their family members.

This program is designed
to help protect you, your
family and your retirement
security. Protection is
available should you need
care at home, in an assisted
living facility, or nursing
home.

To request information
on this program visit
www.nyltcb.com/nysrtal
or call
(800) 695-8224, ext. 154.

This program offers special
discounts not available to the
general public for you and
your family members
including:

« spouse/partner

o children
e parents
« grandparents

If you would like to forward
this to a family member,
please feel free to do so.

Brian M. Johnson, CLTC,
NYLTCB
11 Executive Park Dr.,
Clifton Park, NY 12065
bjohnson@nyltch.com

®/

Join us on social media at NYS Retired Teachers’ Association n m Q a
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Centwal Zone
Mary Radloff, Public Relations Chair

This is a busy time for units of
Central Zone as they arrange for
site, menus, programs in-
vitations, reservations,
elections of officers and all
the details that make for a
worthwhile fall meeting.
Members are reminded
that, though they may be
unable at this time to par-
ticipate in any of these
planning stages, they can
show invaluable support
by attending the county
meetings!

The Annual Zone meeting,
hosted by Onondaga County, took
place at the Orchard Vali Golf Club
in Fayette, NY. A delicious buffet,
lovely setting, an “Apple Educator”
program—all combined to create an
outstanding meeting.

Central Zone delegates are look-
ing forward to serving at the NYSR-
TA 57* Annual Convention at Turn-
ing Stone, October 29-31.

Barbara Finley, serving as Zone
President, had assumed responsi-
bility as
Friendly
Service
Chair as
well. After
many calls
for a vol-
unteer to
° take on the
FS respon-
sibility, her
request was answered by Dell Ford-
Jordan of Onondaga RTA. We hon-
or Dell, pictured, whose dedication
to NYSRTA, Central Zone and the
Onondaga Unit set an example of
an outstanding member. In addition
to her new role, she also serves on
the zone finance, grants, and bylaws
committees and is Co-President of
Onondaga!

Sara Jane (DeFilipps) Buell CR*
with husband, Les

Centval WWestewn Zone

Phyllis Dunlap, Public Relations Chair

Sara Jane (DeFilipps) Buell CR*
passed away on August17,2017. Janie
is survived by

her husband
Les, daugh-
ters Catherine
Buell, Karen
(Sean)  Mac-
William and
three loving

grandsons,
Ethan, Jack-
son and Jacob.
She was pre-
deceased by her Mother-in-law,
Dorothy Buell.

Janie was a graduate of Holley
Central School and SUNY Fredo-
nia. She taught in Williamson Cen-
tral School (1964-2000) which was
a VERY special time in her life, with
MANY happy memories! In addition
to her teaching duties she was an ac-
tive member of the Williamson Fac-
ulty Association, including several
years as president. She also
trained in Washington, D.C.
with the National Geograph-
ic Society (NGS) and then
went on to serve as a teacher
trainer for NGS and for the
New York State Geographic
Alliance. After retiring from
teaching, she became an ac-
tive member of the Wayne
County Retired Teachers As-
sociation and the New York
State Retired Teachers Asso-
ciation, and served on a num-
ber of committees with CWZ
and NYSRTA. She held the office of
CWZ Historian. She ordered and sold
CWZ and NYSRTA apparel. Jane was
on the State Credentials committee.
She was also on the Strategic Plan-
ning committee for NYSRTA.

In lieu of flowers, the family has
requested that donations be made to
the Jane Buell Memorial Scholarship
Fund at Williamson Central School,
PO Box 900, Williamson, NY 14589.

Visit us at our website www.nysrta.org

Left to right: Tad Rounds,

Hammondsport HS
Principal; Rachel McLoud, ¢hel McLoud. Along

math and science teacher; With her' myriad of
Teresa Stephens, President €Xtracurricular and
of Steuben County RTA. community

Janie will be sadly missed by all of the
Central Western Zone.

Did you know that 2017 is the
200" Anniversary year for the Erie
Canal? Wyatt Doremus visited the
Wayne County meeting as an inter-
esting storyteller about the Erie Ca-
nal. On July 4, 1817, digging began on
the canal in Rome, NY. Two hundred
years later, the Erie Canal is still a vi-
brant waterway for both commerce
and recreation. It is part of the “big
loop” of transportation for half of the
country. If you travel along the Erie
Canal, from Albany to Buffalo, you
will ascend 550 feet across New York
State. The canal helped make New
York the Empire State and the New
York City Harbor a major world port.

Also Elaine Leisure reports that
the Wayne County Retired Teachers
met and donated perishable items to
Pines of Peace. The Wayne County
Retired Teachers held their spring
meeting at the Young-Sommer Win-
ery on June 6, 2017.

Teresa Stephens reported that
the Steuben County
Retired Teachers’ As-
sociation announced
its 2017 winner of
the Barrie Fleegel
Memorial Active Ed-
ucator Grant to Ham-
mondsport math and
science teacher, Ra-

activi-

ties, Rachel is also
pursuing her doctorate at Walden
University. The Barrie Fleegel Award
is made available by the Central
Western Zone.

Members of the Steuben retired
teachers are looking forward to hav-
ing their fall meeting on October 11,
2017 in Hornell. After the luncheon,
members will be given a tour at the
Railroad Museum. Hornell has been
and still is, a busy and vital stoppage
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point for the railroad and members
are excited to experience its history
at this newly renovated facility. The
Steuben group will be giving a mon-
etary donation to this worthwhile
museum.

Eastew Zone

Pamela Love, Public Relations

) «

Eastern Zone’s “Lick-em Stick'em”
was held at the Turf Tavern in Scotia
on July 25™ for the purpose of send-
ing out 1800 mailings to Eastern
Zone Members to inform them of
our upcoming Annual Meeting to be
held at The Turf Tavern in Scotia on
September 14%, Those who helped
with the mailing included President
- Rosalie Oliver, Vice President - Doris
Bedell, Treasurer - Jack DeWeese *CR,
Historian - Ginny Madore as well
as her sister, Public Relations -
Pamela Love, By-Laws - Diane Hahn
*CR, Carolyn Bovee, and Joyce and
Mark Notaricola.

Delaware County’s Unit will be
featured at this time. President, Pat
Reynolds, wrote that at their spring
meeting, Chuck DImperio, author,
radio broadcaster, and newspaper
columnist, presented a program to
the unit on “Taste of Upstate New
York” in a delightful and entertain-
ing way. From his travels across the
state, he shared some of his favorite
foods. Some of the foods started with

humble beginnings including Apple
Sausage and Grandma Brown’s Baked
Beans. Besides this spring meeting,
the Delaware Unit collected dona-
tions and personal items for women
and children who find themselves in
a Safe Against Violence shelter. Pat
Reynolds also wrote that they are
planning to have a local historian fo-
cus on the impact on Delaware Coun-
ty as it celebrates 100 years of Wom-
en'’s Suffrage. In the fall, their unit
will be providing community service
toward the WEB
Backpack program
which supplies food
to needy elemen-
tary students.

Our Historian,
Ginny Madore, will
be having a show
of some of her
personal pictures at
the Gallery in the
Utica Public Library
from September 27¢
- the 27%. A recep-
tion will be held on
September 9,

ina Madore
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Long Tstand Zone

Eileen Holmes, Public Relations

“Live in each season as it pass-
es: Breathe the air, drink the drink,
taste the fruit” These words of Hen-
ry David Thoreau are great advice
for everyone but as we watch active
teachers and their students embark
on a new school year, these words
are especially meaningful to our re-
tirees who have the time to devote
themselves to the people and activi-
ties they enjoy the most!

After a summer lull, the Long
Island Zone is gearing up for fall
and winter. LIZ President Kathryn
Grande has planned the Fall An-
nual meeting for late September.
New officers will be installed at this
luncheon. EERTA's organizational

Newly elected LIZ president

Fred Conway, shown here with

his wife Leslie, will take office

this fall for the 2017-18 year.
meeting in late August set the dates
for November and December lun-
cheon/meetings and the news-
letter deadlines. Fred Conway
has been signing up delegates
for the NYSRTA Convention in
late October and LIZ Treasurer
Dominick LiCausi has final-
ized arrangements for a motor
coach to take LIZ delegates to
Turning Stone and back.

LIZ members are still col-
lecting magazines and gently
used books to donate to the
Long Island Book Fairies and
former LIZ Vice-President
June Torns has been terrific
at sending “Coupons to the
Troops” to a distribution cen-
ter. Public Relations Chair
Eileen Holmes is working on an
advertising strategy to promote ap-
plications for the 2018 NYSRTA
Hudson-Kramer award and signing
up five members to help judge the
entries.

We are striving for a produc-
tive, successful LIZ year 2017-2018.
Hopefully, an infusion of new mem-
bers, new ideas for community ser-
vice projects and interesting, fun-
filled luncheons will help this come
true. See you at the cgnvention!!

T Fay,

Join us on social media at NYS Retired Teachers’ Association n m g a
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North Centval Zone

Nancy Roberts & Patricia Newell,
Public Relations Co-Chairs

As the air turns crisp, NCZ members
already have ambitious plans underway.
However, there is an important piece of
news from the spring/summer season
that should be highlighted. Dick Bush-
nell, who is typically associated with the
serious business of Legislative Action, also
has a creative side. Dick had three entries
in the 2017
Spring  Art
Show in his-
toric Sackets
Harbor. Be-
low is a photo
of one of his

entries en-

tltled “The

The Homestead 2 @ H0m6§tead 2!
Dick Bushnell It depicts one

of the early
stone houses on the outskirts of Wood-
ville, NY. Congratulations, Dick, on a job
well done!

We are looking forward to our Fall
Luncheon/Annual Meeting on Septem-
ber 19™ at the Ramada Inn in Water-
town. Matthew Elliott, the Chairman
of the Capital Campaign Committee of
the Friends of the Minna Anthony Com-
mon Nature Center, will be our featured
speaker. Matt will
acquaint us with
this facility which
is open all year
round. The facil-
ity is a delight with
8 miles of hiking
trails and 7 miles
of  cross-country
skiing trails. We
are excited to learn
more about this hidden jewel located on
beautiful Wellesley Island on the scenic
St. Lawrence River.

The Fall Luncheon will support the
Coats for Families community service
project. Organized by State/Local Com-
munity Service Chair Patricia Dietrich,
this worthwhile cause is under the di-
rection of Patty Corey and Toni Gigliotti.
NCZ members will be asked to donate
gently used winter wear. Members can
also make a monetary contribution using
the “Coats for Families” mason jars that
will help decorate the luncheon tables.

Mafthew Elliot

The winter goods will be distributed in
October in Lewis County.
It's been on the rainy side, but NYSR-
TA Walkers are still finding time to partic-
ipate in walking events. They are report-
ing their participation minutes/miles to
Toni Gigliotti, our new Healthcare Chair.
Keep walking...just wear your poncho!
Our NCZ delegates are looking for-
ward to seeing fellow colleagues and
attending enriching workshops at the
upcoming 2017 NYSRTA Convention in
Verona.
FUTURE DATES
*NCZ Fall Annual Meeting/Luncheon,
Tuesday, September 19, 2017, Ramada
Inn, Watertown

*NYSRTA Convention, Oct. 30, 31,
Nov. 1, 2017, Turning Stone, Verona

*Executive Council Meeting, Thursday,
Nov. 2, 2017, “Teachers’ Center”,
10-12 Noon, Watertown

Northeastewm Zone

Marti Martin, Public Relations Chair

The NYSRTA Hudson-Kramer Me-
morial Grant was an impetus for active
teachers in the Northeastern Zone to ap-
ply for monies to fund innovative projects
in their schools. The Grant has also been
a springboard to launch a campaign for
our Zone to make stronger connections
in the future with the active teachers in
the schools in our area, not only by sup-
porting their projects financially, but by
using our manpower, expertise, connec-
tions and affiliations with local organiza-
tions and businesses. A positive outcome
would be to have the connection we es-
tablish with teachers and schools moti-
vate individuals to join our organization
upon retirement.

The NEZ Grant Committee members
Marilyn Smith, Nancy Olsen and Marti
Martin reviewed 15 grant applications
for the Hudson-Kramer Memorial Grant
offered through NYSRTA. Asreported in
the Summer 2017 YORK STATE issue, we
announced that Technology teacher, Aar-
on Brassard, from Moriah Central School,
was chosen to receive the grant of $1000.
With the funds, Aaron plans to purchase
a 700 watt Renewable Energy Kit consist-
ing of two solar panels and a small wind
turbine that will generate the energy to

Visit us at our website www.nysrta.org

illuminate an area of the school grounds.

Members of the Moriah trades com-
munity will be invited to speak to the stu-
dents and act as mentors for the comple-
tion of the project, enabling students to
relate their learning experience to possible
career paths in electrical engineering and
wind and solar technology. Other classes
in the school have the option of becom-
ing involved in the project by focusing on
the science, technology, engineering, and
math NYS Standards that correspond to
their disciplines.

We wish Aaron and his students the
best of luck as they embark on their am-
bitious project this school year. We plan
to invite them to one of our meetings to
share the successes and the challenges of
the project.

The committee decided that the proj-
ects submitted for the grant were wor-
thy of further funding consideration, so
attempts were made to find resources
for each of the 14 that were not chosen,
through local means. The Executive Board
of NEZ voted at the August meeting to
sponsor Kathleen Modert’s Middle School
Life Skills class at Ticonderoga Central
School for the 2017-18 school year. The
goal for her students is to prepare them
for transition after high school to be re-
sponsible workers in the community and
respectful members of society. The stu-
dents volunteer with adult supervision
at the town’s co-op and at the local thrift
store. In addition, they help out with the
school's Backpack Program. Kathleen'’s
students are in need of personal hygiene
supplies, healthy snacks, weekly cooking
supplies, and food purchases for cooking
class (mac and cheese, oatmeal, pancake
mix, and ready to eat meals) as well as
store/restaurant purchases. Ms. Modert
had also stated a need for WalMart gift
cards to use to take her students shopping
for appropriate clothing for school and
community work. The mentioned items
and cash donations will be gratefully ac-
cepted at each of our meetings during the
2017-18 school year.

This is just a beginning. Ongoing at-
tempts will be made to connect other
teachers, who applied for the Hudson-
Kramer grant funds, with individual
members, local organizations, corpora-
tions and businesses that provide exper-
tise, grant funds and donations to schools.

Ad
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Greater understandings of the needs of
teachers in the field will be realized, and
knowing there is a pool of resources out
there that active teachers can tap into
will make for a valuable association.

Who knows what it will lead to?

65" Anniversary

The Adirondack Room of the Butcher
Block in Plattsburgh NY was the setting
for the 65" Anniversary of the Northeast-
ern Zone of NYSRTA on September 7.
The 50’s theme of the day was “The Way
We Were” dating back to the time when
the organization was formed. Members
were encouraged to dress up for the oc-
casion, show off their yearbooks and
memorabilia, and take part in the ‘Guess
Who?, ‘Name that Tune’, and 50’s Educa-
tion Trivia segments of the celebration.

The highlight of the day was when
Emily Castine *CR, Robert LaFontaine
*CR, Nancy Olsen, Marilyn Smith, Ron
Wilson *CR and Mary Myers (posthu-
mously), received Distinguished Service
Awards for their years of service and ded-
ication in their respective leadership roles
in our local Northeastern Zone chapter
and at the state level for collectively, 107
years!!! They served in numerous capaci-
ties throughout all those years and were
valuable members of both organizations
to which they have dedicated their time
and resources.

The celebration was also an op-
portunity for members to donate to the
Scholarship Fund through a Chinese auc-
tion. Members were treated to a delicious
lunch and entertainment was provided
through the services of DJ Tina LaFoun-
tain. She not only had a great selection
of music from the Era, she entertained us
all with her magnificent vocal renditions
from the time period. A swingin’ time
was had by all!!

More Community Service by
President Bonnie Gregware

We also completed the food drive
that our Community Service Committee
holds at which we brought a half a ton
of food and money to our local shelter.
People are getting out and walking to be
healthier. We also have a road clean up
scheduled for September 12%. The five
delegates from the Northeastern Zone
are looking forward to the convention in
October.

Join us on social media at NYS Retired Teachers’ Association

Northew Zone

Linda Crosby, Public Relations Chair

After a relatively quiet summer,
Northern Zone members will have a busy
fall season to enjoy at several upcoming
events, such as NZ executive board meet-
ings, the Fall Membership Meeting and
the 2017 NYSRTA convention. NZ execu-
tive board members have been meeting
every month to plan and prepare for the
fall activities. NZ President Gayla LePage
and Public Relations Chair Linda Crosby
also attended the July NYSRTA Executive
Board meeting in Liverpool, N.Y. where
the emphasis was on legislative action
(especially concerning the fall elections
season and upcoming NYS Constitution-
al Convention vote -- please get out and
vote!) and on the NYSRTA convention
at Turning Stone Casino in Verona, N.Y.
(please join us at the convention!) At the
zone president’s meeting, everyone ex-
pressed concerns about decreasing mem-
bership and vacancies in leadership and
committee positions. In the NZ, we have
numerous positions that the executive
members are trying to keep up with in ad-
dition to their usual duties. Please, if you
can help out, talk with one of our execu-
tive  board ESem iy N
members;
most  posi- ;4
tions are not &3
very time- §
consuming &
and our £
meetings are
very enjoy-
able. On an
encouraging
note, the NYSRTA financial outlook is
considerably better due to conservation
measures and the kind support of all the
members. Thank you to all who
gave so generously to the Presi-
dent’s Appeal.

At the August NZ executive
board meeting, a decision was
made to use some money from the
CD to cover some fall convention
expenses because we are the host
zone this year. Gayla LePage, NZ
President, said she will be mailing
letters and membership forms to

Witd Treasures: A Jowmey thoug
NYSRTA 67 Convention, Hosted by Northern Zone Oct. 30 - Nov. 1

Gayla reported that we presently have
408 NZ members and that the NYSRTA
2017 resolutions will be discussed at our
fall NZ meeting for approval to send to
the NYSRTA Convention. Jean Theobald,
NZ Historian, reported that because we
are hosting the fall convention, she would
like to include photos of NZ villages/scen-
ery to spotlight our North Country in the
NZ scrapbook which will be on display at
the fall convention. If you can spare any
4” by 6” photos of local/historical scenes,
please send them to her (253 Wheeler
Road, Potsdam, N.Y. 13676) or bring them
to the fall membership meeting and dis-
cuss with her what is needed. Thank you
for your help. Jean has also begun work
on her impressively creative ideas for the
convention table centerpieces.

Many thanks go to Lillie Ruby at the
NYSRTA office for her very creative work
on the cover for the convention booklet;
it'’s gorgeous. Check out the cover design
and convention booklet excerpts on the
NYSRTA website. Also, I have posted on
the website, photos and articles concern-
ing the 2017 NYSRTA Hudson-Kramer
Memorial Grants awarded by all the
s ZONES.

Convention
preparations are
i ahead of sched-
ule thanks to our
A NZ Convention
Co-Chairs Gayla
LePage and Al-
ice Galvin. Our
baskets for the
raffle at the con-
vention are be-
ing prepared; please, could you help with
donating items (you could bring them to
the September member-
ship meeting)? Convention
costs are partially covered
with proceeds from the raf-
fle. If you are attending the
state convention (Oct.30-
Nov.1), make sure you shop
for a camo or animal print
outfit to wear at our “Wild
Times” cocktail party on
Halloween; Gayla LePage
is working on “wild” music

our area’s recent retirees soon; she Guest speaker Lisa
did display NYSRTA information/ Davis and her hus-
membership forms at the Franklin band Mark display
County Fair in Malone in August. her artwork.

to listen to while you strut
your wild stuff in your fa-
vorite print.

GOS0
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(Left to Right)Deb Durham, Gayla
LePage, Rae Louise Tate and
Linda Crosby view Lisa Davis'’

books and artwork.

In view of a beautiful, sparkling lake,
the Clifton-Fine-Edwards Unit held their

Physical Ther-
apy, will speak
B about chronic
@ pain  causes
| and manage-
ment. All
members are
also welcome
at the next ex-
ecutive board
meeting on
October 17t

C-F-E Unit members
Chuck Yartz, Sue
Shene, Debby Yartz,
and Deb Durham listen
to the guest speaker.

annual membership meeting at The Ha- to work on preparations for the state con-
ven on the shores of Star Lake on Au- vention.

gust 16. Guest speaker
Lisa Davis from Fulton,
NY., spoke about her
unusual artwork of in-
ventive floral composi-
tions (gleaned from her
extensive gardens) that
she creates, scans and
prints. Unit members
also presented the PA.
Miranda

Awards to Clifton-fine (center) presents the 2017 PA.

Central School
graduates, Robert Mun-
cil and William Sealand-
er. The C-F-E Unit stead-
fastly continues as the only surviving NZ
unit under the leadership of President Joe
Russo. They are always welcoming, often
inviting, all zone
members to join
them at special
meetings, such
as their Christ-
mas party and
the August 16
meeting, which
NZ  President
Gayla LePage
and NZ Public
Relations Chair

Long-time CFE Unit
President Joe Russo

leads the summer Linda Crosby
meeting. attended. Also
impressive is

that when some members wanted to re-
tire from unit leadership and committee
positions at the August meeting, many
others stepped up to volunteer!

All NZ members are invited to the
September 20" membership meeting at
the Malone Golf Club; you should have
received a reservation form and newslet-
ter in the mail. Abby Lynch, Doctorate in

At the August meeting,
C-F-E Unit members

to School Backpack
Program”.

Westew Zone

Michelle Claus, Public Relations Chair

RETIREES LIFE PASSION

You are never too old to have a life
passion and enjoy it daily. These four re-
tired teachers are passionate about swim-
ming. They competed in the 2017 New
York Empire Senior Games in Cortland,
New York, this year. This is not their first
Senior Games or
competition. They
have been swim-
ming since they
were very young, |
and competing
since high school.
The New York
Senior Games are
open to anyone
50 years of age or
older. The Masters
Competitions are
in 5 year age groups. These men compete
in the 70-74 year age group. There are
over 18 different sports that make up the

Visit us at our website www.nysrta.org

(Left to Right) Don Scherer, Don
Cannamela, Floyd Kruschke, and
Dick Gaughan

Games. Many events have both a men’s
and women’s division. Don Scherer, Don
Cannamela, Floyd Kruschke, and Dick
Gaughan are Master swimmers.

Don Cannamela taught elementary
school (grade 6), for 34 years in the Sweet
Home School District. After retiring, Don
taught 5™ grade at St. Christopher’s El-
ementary School for 9 years. He attended
Buffalo State College and, after gradua-
tion, was the boys Varsity swim coach
for years.

Dick Gaughan attended South Park
High School and is a Buffalo Public
Schools graduate as well as a Brockport

graduate. He student taught, was a
teacher and the principal at Maple East
Elementary School in the Williamsville
Central School District. Dick was also a
swim coach at St. John the Baptist.
Floyd Kruschke graduated from
Lancaster High School. His elementary
education degree is from Buffalo State
College, and he taught in the Buffalo

Scholarship Scholarshlp Chalr SaIIy Capone donated school supplies Public Schools as an elementary teacher
and $167 to the Clifton- and computer science teacher. He was a
2017 Miranda scholarships to Robert  Fine PTO for their “Back club swim coach.

Muncil (left) and
William Sealander (right).

Don Scherer retired from Williams-
ville North High School 35+ years ago,
and taught math. Don attended Buffalo

State College also. He loved diving and
competed in both diving and swimming
during his time at college.

Practice makes perfect is certainly
the phrase for these swimmers, diver, and
race walker. These men practice daily at
any of these venues: The Aquatic and Fit-
ness Center, Tonawanda; University of
Buffalo Master’s Program; the Hamburg
Master’s Program; and Carley’s Crossing
at Sunset Bay.

Why do they
swim with passion?
Each retired teacher
has their reasons.
Don S says “keeps me
~ young, in shape, and
forces me to push my-
self”. Don C agrees, “it
energizes me, tests my
limits, and you never
grow up”. Floyd says,
“it keeps me in shape,
is a social experience, and makes me feel
good on down days”. Dick, along with the
other three adds, “you keep your competi-

tive edge”. continued page 8
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Westew Zone News
Continued from page 7.

Don C and Don S competed in the
FINA World Masters Competition in
2014. Don C came in number 36 in the
800 meter freestyle, and number 38 in
the 100 meter freestyle. Over 5000 senior
athletes competed during those World
Master games. Don S also competed in
diving. He was awarded 1% place in his
age group in the world.

These four men brought in nine-
teen medals from the NYS Senior Games
this past June. They won 9 gold medals,
7 silver medals, 3 bronze medals mostly
in swimming
events in the
70-75 age
group. Dick
also won the
gold in the 5K
race walk.

You have
a passion! Are
you following
that passion?

Do you want

to follow that passion again? Maybe
something you did in school or are doing
now. Physical activity keeps us young.
Start or continue being active, find a pas-
sion. Retirees can doit!

TWO CONVENTION
FAVORITES RETURN!

NYSRTA Annual Cocktail Party
Tuesday, October 31t 6:15

L sl
|
T

Wear your Leopard Print, Zebra Stripes, Camo
or wildest outfit and be prepared to ROAR!

Musical Entertainment with

. William Locke

ﬁr \. Tuesday, October 31t 8:30

»

-

-

Il DeCormier Financial Assistance, Agnes Hudson *CR, Trustee

We never know! We're doing
fine. We have a good job and our
health is good. Time passes and then
things change. Now we need help.
Unfortunately, help is not always
easy to find. The bills pile up; our
health deteriorates. Where can we
turn?

This is where our retired teach-
ers now have no worries! Years ago
though in 1967, a teacher by the
name of Robert R. DeCormier saw
a need and established a charitable
trust. This was to be a lifeline for
needy retired teachers who were
members of The New York State Re-
tired Teachers’ Association. A Board
of Trustees would review applica-
tions and if needed a personal con-
tact was made.

Application forms can be ob-
tained from the NYSRTA office, your
Zone President or from the website.
Help could be needed for medical
expenses, rent, home repairs, etc.
A one-time grant can be given or
a monthly stipend grant. (For
more detailed information, look
again on page 3 in the spring
2017 edition of YORK STATE.)

There are currently six
trustees who meet regularly via
telephone conference calls. These
trustees, who come from wvarious
areas of the state, are nominated by
the NYSRTA Executive Board and
elected by the DeCormier Trustees.
They are appointed for 6 year terms
and then it is renewable upon the
Trustee’s written application to the

Trustee Board.

Contributions, gifts, investments,
etc. keep the DeCormier Trust viable.
All donations are welcomed and ap-
preciated.

On a personal note, I very much
appreciate the do-
nations made in
Memory of my son,
Michael, who had a
doctorate in Geology
and taught at Ashland University
in Ohio. He loved his students and
loved teaching. He told me he was
never going to retire. Sadly to say, he
passed away last November at age
62. He will now continue to help re-
tired teachers who need assistance,
through the donations made to the
Trust in his name.

Join us on social media at NYS Retired Teachers’ Association n m ﬁ g
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NYSRTA

2018 Trips Now Online!

nysrta.org/travel-tour-packages
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Dubai, Oman and Abu Dhabi - British Lsapes

e 7 i e
i‘ !»’ u' ) 4

5

| agniﬁcent Cities of
Central & Eastern Europe

India’s Treasures

COMING SOON!
Plains of Africa, America’s Musie (ities,

and Machu Picchu & the Galapagos Islands

To learn more or reserve your seat, call 800.581.8942 and refer to the booking

number above. Or visit our website at www.nysrta.org/travel-tour-packages/

Travel provided by *Rates are per person and include roundtrip air from NYC (Other gateways are available upon request), air taxes and fees/surcharges, and hotel transfers. Airfare: For your convenience, we
offer airfare for purchase with all tour packages. If you purchase an air-inclusive program, your airfare will be quoted inclusive of all fuel, taxes and fees. Your rates are subject to change until
@OI I eﬁe paid in full. Seats are limited and may not be available on every flight or departure date. Checked Baggage Charges: Some airlines may impose additional charges if you choose to check any
guided by travel baggage. Please contact your airline or refer to its website for detailed information regarding your airline’s checked baggage policies. **Book by savings valid on air-inclusive bookings only.
Call for rate after book by date. CST# 2006766-20 UBN# 601220855 Nevada Seller of Travel Registration No. 2003-0279

Visit us at our website www.nysrta.org
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I Bylaws, William Tenity, Chair

let Bill Tenity know the results of your zones’ vote on the bylaws no later than a week before

[ Reminder to all Zone Presidents and Bylaws Chairs who have not done so already, make sure to

the convention (October 30, 2017).

Bill can be reached by email at billtl@roadrunner.com J

The Bylaws Committee is presenting four
proposed bylaws changes for consideration
at the 2017 Annual Meeting in October. All
four of them were approved by the Executive
Board at its March meeting. A summary of
the four propositions follows. The 2017 prop-
ositions have been posted on the web site at
www.nysrta.org/bylaws, along with an up-
dated copy of the complete NYSRTA Bylaws
(also on the NYSRTA face book page). Four of
the propositions are holdovers from the 2016
Annual Meeting. The delegates accepted two
at that time, while one was tabled and the del-
egates voted one down. Due to a technicality,
no actions on bylaws taken at that meeting
had validity and therefore must be presented
again.Iwish to thank the members of the com-
mittee for all of the hard work and time they
have put into preparing these propositions.

The Bylaws Committee recommends ap-
proval of all four propositions.

Respectfully submitted,
William Tenity, Chair, Bylaws Committee

Committee Members:

President Emeritus Tom Campany *CR
Diane Hahn *CR

Helen Hoering

Burt Phillips *CR

So When DID WWII End?

Western Europe, put g

The YORK STATE staff recently re-
ceived a note from CWZ member and
past president of the Orleans county
RTA, Frank Berger, who had, at our
previous annual convention asked
when did WWII end? With no clear
responses supplied, he felt compelled
to share this clip describing Truman’s

out

ners, rejoicing in the %2
defeat of the Naziggh

war machine. How-
ever,
order to maintain
occupation in both Germany

Proposition MD (Member Disqualification) 2017

This proposition allows the association to deny membership to any-
one who has been convicted of a crime that, under New York State
Education Law, would have barred him/her from holding State Edu-
cation Department Certification as an Educator, whether or not he/
she actually holds such certification. This covers all three classes of
membership: Educator, Associate, and Spouse.

Proposition ENLM (Eliminate New Life Memberships) 2017

This proposition removes the option of new Life Memberships as
a cost saving measure. Present Life memberships in good standing
would not be eliminated.

Proposition RUVEM (Remove Unanimous Vote Requirement at
Electronic Meetings) 2017

This proposition was initiated after a review of our bylaws with SAA-
NYS attorney Wendy S. DeForge, Esq., who said that it was not in
compliance with the New York State Not-For-Profit Corporation Law.
This makes sure that the Bylaw that was passed in 2015 is in compli-
ance with the law.

Proposition NFPLC (Not For Profit Law Compliance) 2017

This proposition allows voting-enabled substitutes for all members of
the Executive Board not already covered by the current bylaws. Legal
advice has revealed to us that the NYSRTA Bylaws are not presently
in compliance with Not-For-Profit Law in that we do not have the re-
quired functioning Board of Directors. Proposition NFPCL 2017 will
accomplish the mission while rectifying the legal compliance issue
with the NFPL.
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Truman, in Iy B was signed by President Truman on
December 31, 1946, to officially declare
the cessation of all hostilities in WWIL.

Even though the actual combat of

Presidential Proclamation 2714.
Perhaps the hesitation to answer
arose from the fact that there are two
“endings”—a shared emotional moment
of triumph among allies and a tactical
military ending. Both Great Britain and
the United States celebrate Victory
in Europe Day. Cities in both nations,
as well as formerly occupied cities in

®/

and Japan, didn't sign Proclamation
2714 until December 31, 1946.

We shared the May 8% celebratory
post of NYSRTA's Facebook page. We
thank Mr. Berger for his submission
and will be clarifying the record, post-
ing Truman’s Presidential Proclamation
to our social media accounts at the end
of December. Now we know!

the war ended May 8, 1945 in Europe
and September 2, 1945, in the Pacific, the
state of war was not lifted off of Japan
and Germany in order to give a reason
for the necessity of occupation troops in
these countries. Once the War Crimes
Trials were over, the hostilities were
seen as over. The signing of Proclamation
2714 is reason why the U. S. recognizes
its WWII veterans as anyone who has
served between the dates of December
7, 1941 and December 31, 1946.

Join us on social media at NYS Retired Teachers’ Association n m @ a
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Il Membership Report, Salvatore Sedita *CR, VP for Membership

The combined Membership and
Marketing Plan Committee is continu-
ing its progress. Most recently work
has been completed on the design of
the card sized version of the “Mag-
nificent Seven Strengths of NYSRTA”.
Kevin Mulligan (NEZ), Lois Thornberg
(LIZ), and Michelle Claus (WZ) must
be recognized and thanked for their
efforts
on this
project.
Thanks
also
must go out to Lillie Ruby, NYSRTA
Design and Technical Coordinator, for
her hard work on creating the actual
design for the cards.

Currently, the complete Magnifi-
cent 7 Strengths document is posted
on our website www.NYSRTA.org.
If you would like to view it, go on to
the website and under Membership,

Magnificent

Strengths

click on “Magnificent 7 Strengths”.
The seven strengths are listed, and
if you click on one, detailed informa-
tion pops up.

The card sized version is intend-
ed to be used by the members to car-
ry with them so they have a quick
reference of points to discuss with
prospective new members when-
ever they have occasion to talk with
them, or anyone else, about NYSRTA.

At its teleconference on Septem-
ber 21, committee members will de-
termine which version of the card
will be printed up and made avail-
able to the membership.

Membership is
everyone'’s obligation
By now, your zone and unit
membership chairs have contacted
school districts and have received
information on those educators who
have retired during the 2016-17

school year. Many have already sent
out initial letters of congratulations,
well wishes, and invitations to join
the New York State Retired Teachers
Association.

It's now up to each of you, the
membership, to step up and do your
part. Contact your Zone or Unit
Membership and let him/her know
that you are ready to become active-
ly involved in recruiting new mem-
bers. If you don't do it, no one else
will. It’s time for you to bring at least
one new member into the organiza-
tion. Our association desperately
needs your help.

Remember, I am looking forward
to reporting at the Convention in Oc-
tober that our organization’s mem-
bership has turned the corner and
is now growing. I will be able to do
that when each of you has done your
part.

Already a member? Please detach this application and give to a friend who may be interested

in joining. There is strength in numbers! NYSRTA needs YOU to stay involved! Thank you!

NEW MEMBER ENROLLMENT FORM AND PROFILE

Name [OMr. OMiss OMrs. OMs. ODr.
AAAYeSs _
Cty ____ State_______________________ Zip ____
Telephone (____)______________ Dateof Birth _____________ Email ____

County of residence

Subject area

Spouse Enroliment
Spouse Name

Date of Birth
ORetired Educator (year retired)

State retired from

Payment Options

I have enclosed my check or money order made out to NYSRTA in the amount of:
Chargemy: [OVisa [DMastercard Credit Card #
Print your name clearly as it appears on your card

Authorizing Signature:

OMr. OMiss OMrs. OMs. ODr.

School Dist./College/University retired from

Visit us at our website www.nysrta.org

Exp. Date
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The Looming Teacher Shortage, Mary Johnson,
Co-Vice President for Legislative Action

Can you remember when you de-
cided you wanted to become a teach-
er? Was it when you had a teacher
that inspired you or when you lined
up your siblings and the neighbor kids
on the front steps and played “teach-
er?” I actually played teacher for real.
In the last one room school in Cortland
County, the third graders took the first
graders out under a tree to practice
their reading skills.

Many of us were members of the
Future Teachers of America. Kindly
local teachers allowed us to come to
their classrooms and read to their stu-
dents or teach them multiplication
tables. That program seems to have
disappeared from today’s high schools.

The looming teacher shortage is
probably attributable to many causes
but is a serious concern, not only for
educators, but the general public. A
poll released recently from EdSource
and the Learning Policy Institute
shows that 64 percent of voters con-
sider the shrinking supply of teachers
“very serious’ Whether teaching as
a career has become less attractive as
a result of the increase in testing, the

threats to tenure and seniority, the ex-
pansion of charter schools and school
choice or the federal push to tie stu-
dent performance to teacher evalua-
tion, it is time to
pay attention.
In a recent Wall
Street Journal
article, Learning
Policy Institute
President Linda
Darling-Ham-
mond was quot-
ed regarding the
need to encourage young people to
consider teaching as a profession, “At a
time when California is implementing
new standards, it's important that all
students have access to teachers who
are well-prepared. A teacher shortage
will set back the education agenda.” If
we don't have qualified teachers, the
alternative is under-qualified people
in our classrooms, not good for stu-
dents or communities.

CNN reported on August 21, 2017
that the Learning Policy Institute said,
“Currently there are not enough quali-
fied teachersapplying for teaching jobs

to meet the demand in all locations
and fields” Since school has already
started in many states, some have
had to increase class sizes to make up
for the teacher shortage.
“The institute reported
last year that if trends
continue, there could be
a nationwide shortfall of
112,000 teachers by 2018”

The Common Core
Curriculum has been re-
viewed and revised in
New York State along
with much-needed changes to the
APPR teacher evaluation standards
and practices. Much more needs to be
done to encourage young people to go
into the profession that we so loved.
Mentoring programs are on the rise
again so that should help. We need
community support for our teachers
and schools, better working condi-
tions and in some areas better salaries
and benefits. As retired teachers and
administrators let's do all we can to
steer promising candidates to the field
that had done so much for us.

Community Service Updates, Patricia Dietrich,
State Community Service Chair

Thank you to all Community Ser-
vice Chairs in each Zone for your co-
operation in the ongoing projects that
we are working on this year. At the
time of this report, the following per-
sons are serving as chairs for their
zones: Central Zone, Janice Hedglon;
Central Western, Elaine Leasure; East-
ern Zone, (no acting chair), Long Island
Zone, Eileen Holmes; North Central
Zone, Patricia Dietrich; Northern
Zone, Alice Galvin; Southern Zone, (no
acting chair); Western Zone, Ann Ma-
rie Wik; Northeastern Zone, Connie
Lalonde; and Southeastern Zone, Cher-
yl Fischer. These chairs are currently
working on updating information for
our State Community Service resource

notebook that was first printed in Oc-
tober, 2011. Since many projects may
now be defunct or not have up to date
contacts and new projects may have
been developed, it is necessary to keep
this up to date for use by others. These
updates will be copied and put in the
Community Service Notebook in the
NYSRTA Office. We will try to print
out any new reports and pass them on
to current Community Service Chairs
to add to the notebook and make revi-
sions on old projects. This project will
take us into the new year I'm sure.

In my next report, I will plan to
announce the winners of our NYSR-
TA WALKERS Community Service
Award for Number of Events partici-

pated in by a Zone this past year, Octo-
ber 1, 2016-October 1, 2017.1just want
to say .. thank you Elaine Leasure for
your early report from Central West-
ern Zone indicating the high participa-
tion rate and reporting from numer-
ous units on their walking events!

Please consider becoming a Com-
munity Service Chair of your Zone. At
this time, Southern Zone and Eastern
Zone do not have acting chairs. We
have our meetings via teleconference
and communicate through letters and
emails. As I have said before, Commu-
nity Service promotes membership
in our organization. It is a pleasure
to serve our communities in a broad
spectrum of ways.

Join us on social media at NYS Retired Teachers’ Association n m Q a
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“I could not have imag-
ined that my future
necessitated hearing aids
in both ears. | contacted
Hear In America, and
with their assistance
WOw! wow! wow!

It was smooth sailing
through the entire
process. It’s a whole new
world: my life is better!”
-R.C.

To register for your family’s free hearing benefits including discounts, extra warranties
and even free hearing aid batteries, call Hear In America at 1-800-286-6149.

Submission Deadlines Spring (electronic) ....Apr 30 Fall (electronic) ........ Aug 25
for YORK STATE summer (mailed) ......Jul 13 Winter (mailed) ......... Nov 4

\

A Dental HMO for the Members of NYSRTA [ttt

This NYSRTA Sponsored Dental program is a Dental HMO that lets you pick a network dentist who provides
you with most routine services at no charge to you (exams, x-rays, and cleanings).

There are no waiting periods, deductibles, or annual dollar maximums.

Cigna’s network of participating dentists focus on the preventive aspects of dental care. Your network general
dentist will manage your overall dental care, and provide referrals for more complex procedures requiring a
dental specialist.

All network dentists are required to meet Cigna Dental’s quality program criteria. They have been evaluated for
professional credentials and compliance with government health standards. Offices are visited periodically to
verify that all standards are being met, providing an ongoing endorsement of quality.

To enroll or request more information, contact The people
an insurance representative at 1-866-478-8907. NEW YORK STATE N I
Retired Teachers’ -ear

Or visit us online at pearlcarroll.com/nysrta Association, Inc. Carroll

Pearl Carroll & Associates « 12 Cornell Road + Latham, NY 12110

Visit us at our website www.nysrta.org
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